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A Letter for Star Always Shining

B Pushp Raj Singhvi

Dear Induji, good afternoon. First of all 1 owe you an apology for I.h‘:'s delay in
writing my memoris on dearest Nawalji. Reasons are many primarily UFF”_"’ HEART
SURGERY on Meenakshi followed by an attack of Corona virus on Chintan, my
son just to name a few.

Coming back to Nawalji. I have almost lost touch with Hindi hence | am sending
in English with a request to you to kindly translate in Hindi. Not that Twill be ahle
to write something great in English but atleast I can make an attempt. | owe my
introduction to Navwalji to Shri Aloke Sharma. It happened sometime in early
1970s when [ was working with Hoechst Dyes and Chemieals Ltd in their Plastics
Divizion for Sales and Marketing of their nEWl}I' introduced Hi[.{h ﬂensily
Polyethylene for the first time in India, Incidentally Alokeji was in the feld of
Plastics processing and always in pursuit of deing something new and innovative,
His company’s name was Hindustan Plastics if I remember correctly and he had
one gentleman byname Kapoor working with him. Although he used to meet me in
my office but was always keen on meeting me for a longer time. During the course
of conversation he realised that I live in Lake Gardens and he wanted to meet me
beyond office hours and realised that Nawalji was also living in Lake Gardens and
could be a good source, T am sure Alokeji must have broached the topic with Nawalji
and sure enough on one Sunday Nawalji could find out my whereabouts and just
paid a visit where I was living with my elder brother Shri Govind Raj Singhvi who
by qualification was M.A. in English literature. A well read person with a lol of
interest in literature,

While talking with Nawalji in a very informal manner he realised that 1 and
my elder brother were not typical executives in Private Sector firms but had a lot of
interest in art and literature. Well, this was enough for a person of insight and
caliber of Nawalji to identify us as one amongst them. He talked about his interest
in Poetry, Literature and about group of his intimate friends in the field of literature
in and around Calcutta at that time, Here starts our introduction to his close friends
likke Chhabinathji Mishra, Shankar Maheshwari, Siddesh, Pratibhaji, Man Mohanji,
Man Mohan Thakor and Aloke Sharma. Here he talked about SAMVAD HEEN
NATAK by Shri Aloke Sharma. For us it was something very unique and unheard
of. This was the beginning of our intimate association with Nawalji and members
of his family like his revered mother whom we all started calling Chaijee, his loving
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wifie Urintlagd il s dboar fnt b, 11 youunggor Daret o Rivd and i bwe sema Pappuji’
el Chappuafd 1ot deawn b0 Wi rionds i Colfin ouse on almost all Seturdays snd
i between any Ume convenbent for i, Hlore I wan Tormally inteoduced to Aloke
Sharma the writer of the unlgun book *SAMAVADITEEN NATAK®. During the
cuntrme of fuscinnting discussions an hin pawor of welting Usbs unbqus piece we were
plensantly introduced tonll his fide ke, 1ot h Shanlor Maheshwari nnd Aloke Sharma
bl jeilt of wingeing Mahadovi Vormn's fumous “DEEPO MERE JALKAMPIT®,

Well, with o bt ol telks on Plostien with Alokai onr association hecame rxclisive
on Hiterature, Here T eould s and fool thi peal chirnetor of Nawalji with his creation
of Poetry which wos just exelusive In It contonts and at the same lime very
contemporary. He then introduesd me to his another friend Shri Kulbhushan
Kharbandn, the stoge nrtist gnd g budding nnme in film industry. At that time
National Emergency was imposed snd he had come to Caleutta with his play
"MAHARANA PRATAP" which had n lot of content which did not meet the eyes
of the establishmoent, While the play was being staged we were told that it has heen
noticed by the establishment and all the artists were huddled and packed off.

Here I eould hear the best of Nowalji's ereation in his different manner of
reciting Lhose, While my wile Meenokshi also ol drawn to his mesmerging poetry
she beenme a focal point for organising MEHFIL at our home which over a period
of time became nn abode to all his friends. During this period my company allotted
me n flat in central Caleutta "Middleton Street” which became a very convenient
pluce for such informal and intellectun] gatherings.

During this period T took the opportunily of introducing my dear friend Shri
Ashok Mohnot and his poetess wife Shobha Mohnot who by her own right was a
great pocless hersell. Nawnalji not only encouraged her but took her in his wings
plong with many more house wives who were also trying their minds in writing
pomething. He inspired all these women to compile their thoughts and got these
published. He had a unique calibre encouraging these women and many more men
to get flocked under his wings and made these persons very imminent writers,

I hove with me nlmost all his published books and keep these as treasure which
I make a point to reach to my friends and relations. They are all enamoured by his
sheer toughts and clarity of vision on the conlemporary compositions.

In spite of my tranaler to Baroda in 1980 for over 6 years | kept my contacts
with him and he on his part kept me enriched with his creations, I was fortunate to
huve been transferred back to Caleuttn in 1986 for almost three years, This period
proved Lo be boon for me as he continued Lo be generous to us with all his friends in
the art and literary circles, This was the most fascinating period of my association
with him, During this period I took his help in promoting a Ghazal Singer from
Buroda by name Miss Rinku Banerjee. He helped me in organising a lot of
programmes by her and also introduced her to Caleutta Door Darshan in their
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Hindi programmies. Miss Banegee became an instant ;
of Hinds programmve bul also !-'-:I"' secame quite Wﬂ“‘l‘"r Il-l'l'll“'l-.ﬁ?‘t‘ “'.l"ll'lf;il ﬂklldwnm
Al Daring this perod he also helped my another (riend Mr., Salil Shankar why
was a disciple of Pandit Ravi Shankani provided a platform bl fhf ABEF R
1 ane of the loading places in Caleutts, Our friend Shri Ratan Lal Shah refdered a
grvat helping hand in making this programme a great SUCcess. IMT‘ Salil Shankar
hovame a big hit and now he is carrying on with his Sitar in Switseriand.

1 was again transforred to Mumbai in 1959 and then Lo Baroda in l-q?"‘-
Fortunately my contacts with him continued and there was never nn:v mmglml
whon | visited Kolkata and did not either meet him or at least talked to him. During
these visits my dear friend Ashok Mohnot's home with his w:lfe Mrs. :E‘phnhlha
Mahnat's home was a common place where we would meet and listen to him with
Nis latest creations along with other promising poets. During this time Shri Ratanlalj
Shah his talented younger brother Pramod Shah would also join.

When Induji told me about the publication of his memorious v:nth help and
support from Pratibhagi 1 have tried to pen down a few of his memories.

When T learnt from Shobhaji about his heavenly abode I was shocked as [ had
Just talked to him a week before and he promised to come o Mumbai to meet with
ue and his friend Shri Kul Bhushan Kharbanda. 1 really did not realise fate had
written something different. When I shared this information with my wife
Meenakshi, my daughter in Canada and my son Chintan they did not believe. All of
therm were =0 fond of him. There was never any occasion when he did not enquire
about all of them.

We have indead lost a jewel amongst us. He was like a star always shining. A
peraon with great integrity and honesty. Many times quite a few of my friends tried
o assist him financially but it was next to impossible. He remained an epitome of
honesty and truthfulness. Perhaps his stay in Kolkata did not provide him with the
opportunity of being fameous on All India Basis. 1 am sure with this publication
through the efforts of Induji and Pratibhaji he will get recognition he so richly
deserved,

hit not only AMONESE Viewer,
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